Remarks 

Amendments to the Claims 

Independent claims 1, 7, and 9 are amended to remove the subsection in each claim 
directed to nucleic acid sequences that are at least 97% homologous to SEQ ID NO:l, 
nucleotides 48-1682 of SEQ ID NO: 1, or the cDNA insert of the plasmid deposited with ATCC 
as Accession Number PTA-2333. Subsequent subsections are renumbered accordingly. 

Renumbered group vi) of independent claims 1 , 7 and 9 has been amended to recite that 
the nucleotide sequence which encodes SEQ ID NO:2 is operably linked to " a nucleotide 
sequence which encodes a non-kinase polypeptide." This is a clarifying amendment and does 
not require a new search. Support for the amendment can be found, inter alia, in paragraph 
[00100] and paragraph [00101]. Paragraph [00100] describes expression vectors of the invention 
which can be introduced into host cells to thereby produce proteins or peptides, including fusion 
proteins of peptides, encoded by nucleic acids. Paragraph [00101] provides examples of vectors 
that encode fusion proteins. 

Rejection of Claims 1-12 Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 

Claims 1-12 stand rejected as anticipated under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) by U.S. Patent 
6,413,756 (Yan). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

The Office asserts that Yan anticipates polypeptides encoded by nucleotide sequences 
that are at least 97% identical to the nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID:1, or nucleotides 48-1682 
of SEQ ID:1. Independent claims 1, 7, and 9 as amended no longer contain that element. Yan 
does not disclose the remaining elements of claims 1, 7, and 9 and, therefore, does not anticipate 
claims 1-12. 
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Please withdraw the rejection. 



Rejection of Claims 1-12 under 35 U.S.C. $ 112. ^ 1 

Claims 1-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112 U 1 as neither described nor enabled. 
Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

To advance prosecution, independent claims 1 , 7, and 9 have been amended to delete the 
recitation of "a nucleotide sequence which is at least 97% identical . . . ." Claims 1-12 as 
amended now recite only polypeptides that are explicitly disclosed in the specification. 

Please withdraw the rejection. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
/Lisa M. Hemmendinger/ 



Dated: February 20, 2007 



By: 



Customer No. 22907 



Lisa M. Hemmendinger 
Reg. No. 42,653 
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